
 

 

        Argument 
 

Subject areas | English Language Arts or other language class.  Can be adapted to other subject areas 

through selection of appropriate text for other academic domains. 
 

Grade levels | 9-12 

 

Time | One class period plus optional extensions (see below) 

 

Lesson objective | To understand an author’s effective use of rhetorical strategies, including appeals to 

emotion (pathos), logic (logos) and credibility and goodwill (ethos) in cultivating the best evidence for chosen 
purpose and audience and avoiding logical fallacies.   

Common Core Standards  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence. 

 

Overview | This lesson integrates Read Ahead AI to perform a textual analysis of Emma Watson’s Speech to 

the United Nations, “HeForShe:  Gender Equality is Your Issue, too.”  Students will use the Read Ahead AI 
technology to discover the main ideas contained within the essay.  Students will be formed into small groups 
with each group tasked with finding examples from the text that fit their assigned category.  Assigned groups 
will be the class experts in locating examples of the following: author’s use of ethos, pathos, logos, logical 
fallacies, and examples or counterarguments and discovering how the author interacts with them.  For 
example, does she accept them as valid, reject them or consider that they have some merit? If more groups 
are needed, additional groups could act as the class experts in: word choices and diction or audience—values, 
demographics, interests. The groups will then present to the class the textual evidence they found that 
supports their assigned focus through a group presentation utilizing Read Ahead AI.   

 
Preparation  

 
• Students may benefit from a review of the rhetorical appeals of ethos, logos and pathos and logical 

fallacies.   

• This assignment will work best if at least one student per group has access to a device and is signed 
into Read Ahead AI, as they will create a group presentation.   

 
 
  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/
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Lesson Step by Step 
 

1. In their small groups, students read through the essay, “HeForShe:  Gender Equality is Your Issue, Too.”  
They may opt to take turns reading aloud, reading silently, or reading the essay prior to class as 
assigned homework.   

2. Students will then begin discussing the essay, paying close attention to their group’s area of 
concentration.  They will mark emphasis words and sentences that provide evidence for their concept.  
For instance, students who are the experts in finding examples of ethos may mark “we,” showing that 
Emma Watson is attempting to set herself equal to her audience.  They may also mark lines like, “I 
need your help,” showing that she cannot achieve her aims without the efforts of the community, 
especially boys and men; “You might be thinking who is this Harry Potter girl?”--showing that she is 
aware of her privileges and is self-deprecating about them; and “if you have similar doubts,” showing 
that doubt and uncertainty is a shared trait that connects her to her audience. [Sample presentations 
for ethos, logos, and pathos are provided through the following links:  Ethos in Emma Watson’s Speech 
to the UN; Logos in Emma Watson’s Speech to the UN; and Pathos in Emma Watson’s Speech to the 
UN in Read Ahead AI]. 

3. After students have had sufficient time to discuss their subject area (perhaps 15 to 20 minutes) and 
mark emphasis words within Read Ahead AI, they will run through the presentation to ensure they are 
satisfied with the words selected. 

4. Groups will select one member to show the presentation to the class, narrating the group’s thought 
process about why they selected the words and ideas and how these word choices are good examples 
of the rhetorical strategy or concept studied. 
Option 1 In lieu of an oral presentation using the Read Ahead presentation, teacher may ask students 
to upload their presentation to an assignment submission portal for class participation credit.  
Option 2 After presentations or submission, the whole class can discuss what they learned or observed 
about how authors in particular use rhetoric to persuade their audience.  The class might also 
comment on if some pieces of evidence are more persuasive than others, how one’s audience might 
dictate the kinds of evidence used, how the author manages to interact with opposing viewpoints, and 
any logical flaws or less compelling evidence used (For instance, although anecdotal and personal 
experience can be valuable, are there drawbacks to the fact that Emma Watson draws on her own 
experience so often?  Would a famous girl’s experience be representative and sufficient of girls from 
other countries and from other social classes?) 

  

https://readahead.fulltiltahead.com/readahead.php?id=2221
https://readahead.fulltiltahead.com/readahead.php?id=2221
https://readahead.fulltiltahead.com/readahead.php?id=2223
https://readahead.fulltiltahead.com/readahead.php?id=2225
https://readahead.fulltiltahead.com/readahead.php?id=2225
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Adaptations/Extensions 
 
Students may extend their understanding of logical fallacies through two possible activities: 

In class “Gallery Walk”:  Teacher will post representative examples of different types of logical fallacies 
around the room or on different tables.  These samples can be taken from advertising, essays, letters 
to the editor, and so forth.  Teacher will also provide small strips of paper with different types of logical 
fallacies or ask students to use their own paper and write the names of teacher-provided logical 
fallacies.  Teacher can opt for the groups to post identifying information on the paper (such as a group 
number) or allow the groups to be anonymous.  In small groups, students will rotate among samples in 
an orderly fashion.  They will read or view the sample and discuss in their small groups the fallacy.  
They will then determine the type of logical fallacy to classify the sample as and leave the strip of paper 
with the appropriate designation on it.  After all groups have visited all stations, the teacher will collect 
all labels and lead a discussion on the accuracy of each group’s classification and segue into a larger 
discussion of the effect that an author’s use of logical fallacies has on the audience.  For example, Does 
the inclusion of logical fallacy in argument affect the audience’s confidence in the author as a valid 
source?  Does it matter if there is only one logical fallacy or many? 
Out of class Logical Fallacy Bingo:  Using the sample bingo card [teachers should edit to switch up the 
location of logical fallacies on different cards so that there is more variety or add different fallacies 
pertinent to the class], students will log their interactions with various logical fallacies encountered 
outside of the classroom.  The teacher will establish a deadline to submit the card, from a few days to a 
week. Students will mark every encounter with a logical fallacy by putting the date and the source.  
When students have achieved a “bingo” by collecting 4 consecutive logical fallacy examples, he/she 
will earn the requisite reward or credit established by the teacher.  Teacher may consider an extra 
reward to the first person who returns the completed card. 

 

Options for Writing 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.B 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.B 
Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of 
both in a manner that anticipates the audience's knowledge level and concerns. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence. 

 

Formative Assessment 
Option One 

Step One:   In the discussed essay, find three different examples of textual evidence used by the author 
and mark them as emphasis words or phrases using Read Ahead AI.  Next, in one or two paragraphs (or 
50 to 100 words), argue why one of the three examples is more persuasive and compelling than the 
other two at reaching the target audience.  In your writing, attempt to answer any of the following 
questions.  What forms of rhetorical appeals are contained in your three examples—are they examples 
of ethos, logos or pathos?   Based on your selection of the most persuasive example, are there any 
generalizations you can make about why this type of evidence would be more persuasive to the 
audience than the other examples?  
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/
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Step Two:  Create a Read Ahead presentation that includes your selection of three examples of textual 
evidence, with emphasis words marked, and your additional paragraph(s).   

 
 Step Three:  Submit completed presentation to your teacher. 
 
Option Two 

Step One:  In the discussed essay, mark three verbs that signal the author’s purpose in her 
incorporation of textual evidence. Common words that signal the author’s attitude towards the 
evidence and her purpose for utilizing it, according to Diana Hacker, in the 7th edition of the Bedford 
Handbook (pg. 603), include the following examples:  acknowledges, admits, asserts, believes, claims, 
observes, points out, suggests, and writes.  Next, write one or two paragraphs (of 25 to 100 words) that 
analyze why these words are effective at persuading the reader to accept the author’s evidence.  If 
these words are not particularly effective, suggest a substitute word that would be more effective and 
consider why it would be better. 

 
Step Two:  Create a Read Ahead presentation that includes your selection of three signal words or 
phrases, with emphasis words marked, and your additional paragraph(s).   

 
Step Three:  Submit completed presentation to your teacher. 

 

Summative Assessment 
Option One 

Step One:  Write an argumentative essay, two to three pages long and double-spaced, on a subject of 
concern to an audience of classmates.  While you may apply a format that would be an appropriate 
medium for your audience (for example, an Instagram Story, Letter to the Editor, Social Media Post, 
Position Paper, Newsletter, Website, or Article), your submitted assignment should be in essay form.  
Ensure that your argument contains at least one example of ethos, one of pathos, one of logos, and 
one acknowledgement of counterargument or counterclaim and utilizes standard grammatical and 
mechanical conventions.  Utilize two credible resources. Properly cite anything quoted, summarized or 
paraphrased through in-text citations and a references page. 
 
Step Two: After crafting your argumentative essay, create a Read Ahead presentation to be shared 
with a small group of your classmates in an in-class peer review.  Highlight all examples of your use of 
evidence (ethos, logos and pathos) as well as your awareness of a counterargument.  After sharing the 
presentation, ask group members for feedback, especially regarding your use of rhetorical appeals.  
Were they persuaded by these examples?  Can they identify your awareness of a counterargument?  
Do they have any questions?  Use their suggestions to refine and polish your argumentative essay 
before submission.  
 
Step Three:  Submit your essay to the instructor. 
 

Option Two 
Step One:  Create an advertisement, editorial essay, dramatic performance, Podcast, PowerPoint 
presentation or poster that encapsulates an argument aimed at persuading your classmates on a 
chosen subject.   Ensure that you select the type of evidence that would appeal to and be accepted by 
your audience.  Utilize at least three examples of credible evidence.  Demonstrate awareness of at 
least one opposing viewpoint.  Cite any resources utilized through in-text citation and a references 
page.  Utilize proper grammar and mechanics. 
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Step Two:  After completing your argument, create a Read Ahead presentation to mark your three 
pieces of textual evidence as emphasis words and phrases.  If your product is not in an easily sharable 
form, write a paragraph that names the evidence you selected and explains why you selected it, and 
paste it into the Read Ahead AI.  Share your product with a small group of classmates in a peer review 
session.  Use their insights and suggestions to refine and polish your argument 
 
Step Three:  Submit your completed argument to the instructor. 
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